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orgiving the Gift challenges the tendency to reflexively understand gifts as exchanges, negotiations, and
circulations. Lawrence reads plays by Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare as informed by an
early modern belief in the possibility and even necessity of radical generosity, of gifts that break the cycle of
economy and self-interest.

The prologue reads Marlowe's Dr. Faustus to show how the play aligns gift and grace, depicting Faustus's
famous bond as the instrument simultaneously of reciprocal exchange and of damnation. In the introduction,
the author frames his argument theoretically by placing Marcel Mauss's classic essay, The Gift, into dialogue
with Jacques Derrida, Emmanuel Levinas, and Paul Ricoeur to sketch two very different understandings of
gift-giving. In the first, described by Mauss, the gift becomes a covert form of exchange. Though Mauss
contrasts the gift economy with the market economy, his description of the gift economy nevertheless
undermines his own project of discovering in it a basis for social solidarity. In the second understanding of
gift exchange, derived from the philosophy of Levinas, the gift expresses the radical asymmetry of ethical
concern.

Literature and philosophy scholars alike will benefit from the original readings of The Merchant of Venice,
Edward II, King Lear, Titus Andronicus, and The Tempest, which constitute the body of the text. These
readings find in the plays a generosity that exceeds the social practice of gift-giving, because extraordinarily
generous acts of friendship or filial affection survive the collapse of social norms. Antonio in Merchant and
the title character in Edward II practice a friendship whose extravagance marks its excess. Lear, on the other
hand, brings about his tragedy by attempting to reduce filial love to debt. Titus also discovers a love
excessive to social convention when rape and mutilation annihilate his daughter's cultural value. Finally,
Prospero in The Tempest sacrifices power and even his own life for the love of his daughter, giving a gift
rendered asymmetrical by both its excess and its secrecy.

While proposing new readings of works of Renaissance drama, Forgiving the Gift also questions the model
of human life from which many contemporary readings, especially those characterized as new historicist or
cultural materialist, grow. In so doing, it addresses questions of how we are to understand literary texts, but
also how we are to live with others in the world."
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Brock:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Forgiving the
Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary
Studies) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies)is the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape
that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Percy Brown:

The book with title Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe
(Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that exist in
this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read
the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Timothy Pace:

The particular book Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe
(Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research
before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Karen Morris:

This Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies) is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
data accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Forgiving the Gift: The Philosophy
of Generosity in Shakespeare and Marlowe (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello



Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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