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Film music is as old as cinema itself. Years before synchronized sound became the norm, projected moving
images were shown to musical accompaniment, whether performed by a lone piano player or a hundred-
piece orchestra. Today film music has become its own industry, indispensable to the marketability of movies
around the world.

Film Music: A Very Short Introduction is a compact, lucid, and thoroughly engaging overview written by
one of the leading authorities on the subject. After opening with a fascinating analysis of the music from a
key sequence in Quentin Tarantino's Reservoir Dogs, Kathryn Kalinak introduces readers not only to
important composers and musical styles but also to modern theoretical concepts about how and why film
music works. Throughout the book she embraces a global perspective, examining film music in Asia and the
Middle East as well as in Europe and the United States. Key collaborations between directors and
composers--Alfred Hitchcock and Bernard Herrmann, Akira Kurosawa and Fumio Hayasaka, Federico
Fellini and Nino Rota, to name only a few--come under scrutiny, as do the oft-neglected practices of the
silent film era. She also explores differences between original film scores and compilation soundtracks that
cull music from pre-existing sources.

As Kalinak points out, film music can do many things, from establishing mood and setting to clarifying plot
points and creating emotions that are only dimly realized in the images. This book illuminates the many
ways it accomplishes those tasks and will have its readers thinking a bit more deeply and critically the next
time they sit in a darkened movie theater and music suddenly swells as the action unfolds onscreen.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Padilla:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you don't know
what kind you should start with. This Film Music: A Very Short Introduction is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Mary Chapa:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Film Music: A Very Short
Introduction book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Liliana Stevens:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Film Music: A Very Short Introduction provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Catherine Graziani:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Film Music: A Very Short
Introduction to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Film Music: A Very Short Introduction can to be your friend
when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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