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Revisionist analysis of the role of strong leadership in democracies, drawing primarily upon the work of
Alexis de Tocqueville.

Do strong leaders inevitably undermine democracies? Drawing upon the insights of Alexis de Tocqueville,
Brian Danoff offers a compelling, revisionist analysis of the role of leadership in democratic societies.
Rather than focusing on effectiveness or character to assess the quality of leaders in democracies,
Tocqueville suggests that great democratic leaders are those who educate, elevate, and empower their fellow
citizens; certain types of leadership enhance rather than diminish self-rule. Danoff then enriches and expands
Tocqueville’s perspective through the ideas of American theorists and statesmen such as Woodrow Wilson,
Abraham Lincoln, and the Antifederalists. Timely and necessary, this book sheds new light on both
Tocqueville and on the role of leadership in American democracy.

“…this is an important and even a courageous book … In an age when political talk often extols dead
certainties, this recognition of the complexity inherent in democratic life is refreshing.” — H-Net Reviews
(H-Education)

“An intelligent book on Tocqueville is always welcome. Danoff’s book … is thoughtful, knowledgeable,
sensible and rigorous. It is also highly provocative. To his great credit … Danoff, like Tocqueville himself,
argues persuasively that a good democrat is a moderate democrat and that a good democracy requires a
traditional moral foundation. That alone makes his book well worth reading.” — Teachers College Record

Brian Danoff is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Miami University in Ohio.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Educating Democracy: Alexis de Tocqueville and Leadership in America.

Joan Jackson:

This Educating Democracy: Alexis de Tocqueville and Leadership in America tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Educating Democracy: Alexis
de Tocqueville and Leadership in America can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your
before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Educating Democracy: Alexis de Tocqueville and
Leadership in America giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Fanny Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a publication. The book Educating Democracy: Alexis de Tocqueville and Leadership
in America it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book features high quality.

Michael Beebe:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Educating Democracy: Alexis de Tocqueville and
Leadership in America why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not



disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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