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Alternative religious groups have had a profound influence on American history-they have challenged the
old and opened up new ways of thinking about healing, modes of meaning, religious texts and liturgies, the
social and political order, and the relationships between religion and race, class, gender, and region. Virtually
always, the dramatic, dynamic history of alternative religions runs parallel to that of dissent in America.
Communities of Dissent is an evenhanded and marvelously lively history of New Religious Movements in
America. Stephen J. Stein describes the evolution and structure of alternative religious movements from both
sides: the critics and the religious dissenters themselves. Providing a fascinating look at a wide range of New
Religious Movements, he investigates obscure groups such as the 19th-century Vermont Pilgrims, who wore
bearskins and refused to bathe or cut their hair, alongside better-known alternative believers, including
colonial America's largest outsider faith, the Quakers; 17th- and 18th-century Mennonites, Amish, and
Shakers; and the Christian Scientists, Jehovah's Witnesses, Black Muslims, and Scientologists of today.
Accessible and comprehensive, Communities of Dissent also covers the milestones in the history of
alternative American religions, from the infamous Salem witch trials and mass suicide/murder at Jonestown
to the positive ways in which alternative religions have affected racial relations, the empowerment of
women, and American culture in general.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Stewart:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Alternative American Religions (Religion in American Life) your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The Alternative American Religions (Religion in American Life)
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Tracy Lindsey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Alternative American Religions (Religion in American Life) why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Grace Seals:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot
of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Alternative American
Religions (Religion in American Life) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Leroy Raymond:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Alternative American Religions
(Religion in American Life) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to available a book and study it. Beside that the book Alternative American Religions (Religion in American
Life) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this



time.
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