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This book first published in 1973 offers a broad survey of the study of symbolic ideas and behaviour.

The study of symbolism is popular nowadays and anthropologists have made substantial contributions to it.
Raymond Firth has long been internationally known for his field research in the Solomons and Malaysia, and
for his theoretical work on kinship, economics and religion. Here from a new angle, he has produced a broad
survey of the study of symbolic ideas and behaviour.

Professor Firth examines definitions of symbol. He traces the history of scientific inquiry into the symbolism
of religious cults, mythology and dreams back into the eighteenth century. He compares some modern
approaches to symbolism in art, literature and philosophy with those in social anthropology. He then cites
examples in anthropological treatment of symbolic material from cultures of varying sophistication. Finally
he offers dispassionate analyses of symbols used in contemporary Western situations - from hair-styles to the
use and abuse of national flags; from cults of Black Jesus to the Eucharistic rite. In all this Professor Firth
combines social and political topicality with a scholarly and provocative theoretical inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Nora Emerson:

The book Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book Symbols (Routledge
Revivals): Public and Private? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Symbols
(Routledge Revivals): Public and Private has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Eric Kyler:

This Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private are generally reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an
individual with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Brandon Gentry:

The e-book with title Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private contains a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Clarence Cavins:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and
Private to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve Symbols (Routledge Revivals): Public and Private can to be your friend when you're feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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