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The only substantive study of Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican Revolution, this book traces the
remarkable life story of a complex and little-understood, yet key figure in Mexico's history. Jürgen Buchenau
draws on a rich array of archival evidence from Mexico, the United States, and Europe to explore Calles's
origins and political trajectory. He hailed from Sonora, a border state marked by fundamental social and
economic change at the turn of the twentieth century. After dabbling in various careers, Calles found the
early years of the revolution (1910-1920) afforded him the chance to rise to local and ultimately national
prominence. As president from 1924 to 1928, Calles embarked on an ambitious reform program, modernized
the financial system, and defended national sovereignty against an interventionist U.S. government. Yet
these reforms failed to eradicate underdevelopment, corruption, and social injustice. Moreover, his
unyielding campaigns against the Catholic Church and his political enemies earned him a reputation as a
repressive strongman.

After his term as president, Calles continued to exert broad influence as his country's foremost political
figure while three weaker presidents succeeded each other in an atmosphere of constant political crisis. He
played a significant role in founding a ruling party that reined in the destructive ambitions of leading army
officers and promised to help campesinos and workers attain better living conditions. This dynastic party and
its successors, including the present-day Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI, or Party of the
Institutional Revolution), remained in power until 2000. Many of the institutions and laws forged during the
Calles era survived into the present. Through this comprehensive assessment of a quintessential politician in
an era dominated by generals, entrepreneurs, and educated professionals, Buchenau opens an illuminating
window into the Mexican Revolution and contemporary Mexico.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hester:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican Revolution (Latin
American Silhouettes). Try to face the book Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican Revolution (Latin
American Silhouettes) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Barbara Goodman:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican
Revolution (Latin American Silhouettes) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Frederica Dawkins:

The book untitled Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican Revolution (Latin American Silhouettes) contain a
lot of information on it. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous
author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

William Pare:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Plutarco Elías Calles and the Mexican Revolution (Latin American
Silhouettes) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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