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Origins of Language: A Slim Guide offers a concise and accessible overview of what is known about the
evolution of the human capacity for language. Non-human animals communicate in simple ways: they may
be able to form simple concepts, to feel some limited empathy for others, to cooperate to some extent, and to
engage in mind-reading. Human language, however, is characterized by its ability to efficiently express a
wide range of subtle and complex meanings.
After the first simple beginnings, human language underwent an explosion of complexity, leading to the very
complicated systems of grammar and pronunciation found in modern languages.

Jim Hurford looks at the very varied aspects of this evolution, covering human prehistory; the relation
between instinct and learning; biology and culture; trust, altruism, and cooperation; animal thought; human
and non-human vocal anatomy; the meanings and forms of the first words; and the growth of complex
systems of grammar and pronunciation. Written by an internationally recognized expert in the field, it draws
on a number of disciplines besides linguistics, including philosophy,
neuroscience, genetics, and animal behaviour, and will appeal to a wide range of readers interested in
language origins and evolution.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Davis:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Origins of Language: A Slim Guide (Oxford Linguistics).

Heather Bencomo:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Origins of Language: A Slim Guide (Oxford
Linguistics), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to
as reading friends.

Anna Brooks:

The book untitled Origins of Language: A Slim Guide (Oxford Linguistics) contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The
author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Joshua Hsu:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Origins of Language: A Slim Guide (Oxford
Linguistics) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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