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Was Salman Rushdie right to have written The Satanic Verses? Were the protestors right to have protested?
What about the Danish cartoons? Is giving offence simply about the right to freedom of expression, and what
is really happening when people take offence?

Using case studies of a number of Muslim-related freedom of speech controversies surrounding (in)famous,
inflammatory texts such as The Satanic Verses, The Jewel of Medina, the Danish cartoons of Muhammed
and the film Submission by Theo van Gogh, this book examines the moral questions raised by such
controversies, questions that are often set aside at the time, such as whether the authors and artists involved
were right to have done what they did and whether those who protested against them were right to have
responded in such a way. In so doing, it argues that the giving and taking of offence are political
performances that struggle to define and re-define freedom, and suggests that any attempt to establish a
language of inter-cultural communication appropriate to multicultural societies is an ethical as opposed to
merely political or legal task, involving dialogue and negotiation over fundamental values and principles.

 

Overall, this important book constitutes a sustained critique of liberal arguments for freedom of speech, in
particular of the liberal discourse that took shape in response to the Rushdie controversy and has, in the
twenty-five years since, become almost an orthodoxy for many intellectuals, artists, journalists and
politicians living and working in Britain (and elsewhere in the West) today.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Manley:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Islam and Controversy:
The Politics of Free Speech After Rushdie book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book
is greater than just a book.

Clark Palumbo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When
you read this Islam and Controversy: The Politics of Free Speech After Rushdie, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a e-book.

Lois Wiggins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Islam and Controversy: The
Politics of Free Speech After Rushdie, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sarah Lopez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Islam and Controversy: The Politics of Free Speech
After Rushdie or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science



guide, any other book likes Islam and Controversy: The Politics of Free Speech After Rushdie to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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