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The fun and fascinating follow-up to the international bestseller Red Herrings and White Elephants

Why do people put their "skeletons in a closet," "have a hunch," "get the cold shoulder," "get dressed up to
the nines," or "call a spade a spade?" These phrases are used every day, yet most people have little or no idea
where most of them come from. In Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, Albert Jack takes readers on a journey
through the curious- and often bizarre-origins of hundreds of their favorite idioms and expressions.

For example, "wearing your heart on your sleeve" comes from the Middle Ages, when a lady would "give
her heart" in the form of a handkerchief pinned to the sleeve of a knight who was about to go into battle. And
calling someone the "black sheep in the family" refers to a thousands- year-old belief that a black lamb in a
flock was unpopular because its fleece was undyeable and therefore less valuable.

With Black Sheep and Lame Ducks, any language-lover can feel like a "Smart Aleck"-and also know exactly
who that was.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

The book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day make you
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day to get
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide Black Sheep and Lame Ducks:
The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Harry Duffey:

Here thing why this specific Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use
Every Day are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of
Even More Phrases We Use Every Day giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even
More Phrases We Use Every Day. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More
Phrases We Use Every Day in e-book can be your alternate.

Terry Snider:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The
Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jay Klein:

This book untitled Black Sheep and Lame Ducks: The Origins of Even More Phrases We Use Every Day to
be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.
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