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The family, Cynthia Patterson demonstrates, played a key role in the political changes that mark the history
of ancient Greece. From the archaic society portrayed in Homer and Hesiod to the Hellenistic age, the private
world of the family and household was integral with and essential to the civic realm.

Early Greek society was rooted not in clans but in individual households, and a man's or woman's place in
the larger community was determined by relationships within those households. The development of the
city-state did not result in loss of the family's power and authority, Patterson argues; rather, the protection of
household relationships was an important element of early public law. The interaction of civic and family
concerns in classical Athens is neatly articulated by the examples of marriage and adultery laws. In law
courts and in theater performances, violation of marital relationships was presented as a public danger, the
adulterer as a sexual thief. This is an understanding that fits the Athenian concept of the city as the highest
form of family. The suppression of the cities with the ascendancy of Alexander's empire led to a new
resolution of the relationship between public and private authority: the concept of a community of
households, which is clearly exemplified in Menander's plays. Undercutting common interpretations of
Greek experience as evolving from clan to patriarchal state, Patterson's insightful analysis sheds new light on
the role of men and women in Greek culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Family in Greek History book
as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Eric Campanelli:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Family in Greek History suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Family in Greek Historyis the one of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Emma Latshaw:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Family in Greek History can be very good book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Edgar Hightower:

Precisely why? Because this The Family in Greek History is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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