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Southern literature has long been heralded for its tragic sentiments, in its somber and necessary
acknowledgments of the region's tormented past, as it has concomitantly asserted an overarchingly
heteronormative vision of Southern life. Yet a pantheon of great authors, ranging from Tennessee Williams,
Carson McCullers, and Truman Capote to the present-day voices of Florence King, Dorothy Allison, and
David Sedaris, collectively attest both to the vibrancy of queer experience and to the prevalence of humor
found in this rich regional canon. In Precious Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern
Literary Canon, Tison Pugh challenges the premises that elevate William Faulkner and diminish Rita Mae
Brown, that esteem Walker Percy yet marginalize David Sedaris, by arguing for the inclusion of gay comic
authors as defining voices in the field.

By redefining the tenets of Southern literature, Pugh reveals its long-overlooked or discounted aspects of gay
humor. Noting, for example, that Tennessee Williams is revered as a dramatist who probes the heart of the
human condition rather than for his submerged camp humor, and that Truman Capote's comic cinema and
literature never eclipsed his more serious works, Pugh establishes a history of mainstream and academic
critique that has consistently ignored queer humor. Likewise, Florence King and Rita Mae Brown wrote
defining narratives of Southern lesbian experience in, respectively, Confessions of a Failed Southern Lady
and Rubyfruit Jungle, yet they are almost entirely neglected in accounts of the literary South. More recently,
the author shows, the critical reception of Dorothy Allison's Bastard Out of Carolina testifies to an
overarching interest in the traumatic aspects of her poetry and fiction rather than in her humor and its
cathartic power. Pugh also asserts that David Sedaris, as a writer of the post-Southern South, who appears to
fall beyond the parameters of regional literature for many readers, creates a new, humorous vision of the
South that recognizes both its pained history and its grudging accession to modernity.

Drawing from works of key queer, Southern writers, Pugh sets forth a new vision of Southern literature-- one
illuminated by the humor of gay voices no longer at the margins.
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From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important usually. The book Precious Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern
Literary Canon (Southern Literary Studies) has been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Precious
Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern Literary Canon (Southern Literary Studies) is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship together with the book Precious
Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern Literary Canon (Southern Literary Studies). You
never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Thomas Stewart:

The reason why? Because this Precious Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern Literary
Canon (Southern Literary Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going
to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Larry Munoz:

This Precious Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and the Southern Literary Canon (Southern Literary
Studies) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately
using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Precious Perversions: Humor, Homosexuality, and
the Southern Literary Canon (Southern Literary Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but
this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that
will?

Carl Melton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that



little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very important
and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Precious Perversions: Humor,
Homosexuality, and the Southern Literary Canon (Southern Literary Studies).
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