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They work hard, are devoted to family, love sex, and know the importance of a good piece of real estate.
Honey bees, and the daily workings of their close-knit colonies, are one of nature's great miracles. And they
produce one of nature's greatest edible bounties: honey. More than just a palate pleaser, honey was once an
offering to the gods, a preservative, and a medicine whose sought-after curative powers were detailed in
ancient texts . . . and are being rediscovered by modern medical science.

In Letters from the Hive, Prof. Stephen Buchmann takes us into the hive--nursery, honey factory, queen's
inner sanctum--and out to the world of backyard gardens, open fields, and deserts in full bloom, where the
age-old sexual dance between flowers and bees makes life on earth as we know it possible. Hailed for their
hard work, harmonious society, and, mistakenly, for their celibacy, bees have a link to our species that goes
beyond biology. In Letters from the Hive, Buchmann explores the fascinating role of bees in human culture
and mythology, following the "honey hunters" of native cultures in Malaysia, the Himalayas, and the
Australian Outback as they risk life and limb to locate a treasure as valuable as any gold.

To contemplate a world without bees is to imagine a desolate place, culturally and biologically, and
Buchmann shows how with each acre of land sacrificed to plow, parking lot, or shopping mall, we inch
closer to what could become a chilling reality. He also offers honey-based recipes, cooking tips, and home
remedies--further evidence of the gifts these creatures have bestowed on us.

Told with wit, wisdom, and affection, and rich with anecdote and science, Letters from the Hive is nature
writing at its best. This is natural history to be treasured, a sweet tribute that buzzes with life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind.

Jeremy Clayton:

This Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can
state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Carol Boissonneault:

Beside this Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and
Humankind because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Christopher Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except



your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Letters from the
Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind.
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