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The late Abraham Pais, author of the award winning biography of Albert Einstein, Subtle is the Lord, here
offers an illuminating portrait of another of his eminent colleagues, J. Robert Oppenheimer, one of the most
charismatic and enigmatic figures of modern physics.
Pais introduces us to a precocious youth who sped through Harvard in three years, made signal contributions
to quantum mechanics while in his twenties, and was instrumental in the growth of American physics in the
decade before the Second World War, almost single-handedly bringing it to a state of prominence. He paints
a revealing portrait of Oppenheimer's life in Los Alamos, where in twenty remarkable, feverish months, and
under his inspired guidance, the first atomic bomb was designed and built, a success that made Oppenheimer
America's most famous scientist. Pais describes Oppenheimer's long tenure as Director of the Institute of
Advanced Study at Princeton, where the two men worked together closely. He shows not only
Oppenheimer's brilliance and leadership, but also how his displays of intensity and arrogance won him
powerful enemies, ones who would ultimately make him one of the principal victims of the Red Scare of the
1950s.
J. Robert Oppenheimer is Abraham Pais's final work, completed after his death by Robert P. Crease, an
acclaimed historian of science in his own right. Told with compassion and deep insight, it is the most
comprehensive biography of the great physicist available. Anyone seeking an insider's portrait of this
enigmatic man will find it indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

This book untitled J. Robert Oppenheimer: A Life to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Maria Tate:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is J. Robert Oppenheimer: A Life this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Lorna Dews:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This publication J. Robert Oppenheimer: A Life was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern
era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

Joe Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book J. Robert Oppenheimer: A Life was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book J. Robert Oppenheimer: A Life has
many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
that will.
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