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The first biography of the great black actor, activist, athlete--and tragic victim of the blacklist

Imagine an actor as familiar to audiences as Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman are today--who is then
virtually deleted from public memory. Such is the story of Canada Lee. Among the most respected black
actors of the forties and a tireless civil rights advocate, Lee was unjustly dishonored, his name reduced to a
footnote in the history of the McCarthy era, his death one of a handful directly attributable to the blacklist.

Born in Harlem in 1907, Lee was a Renaissance man. A musical prodigy on violin and piano at eleven, by
thirteen he had become a successful jockey and by his twenties a champion boxer. After wandering into
auditions for the WPA Negro Theater Project, Lee took up acting and soon shot to stardom in Orson Welles's
Broadway production of Native Son, later appearing in such classic films as Lifeboat and the original Cry,
the Beloved Country. But Lee's meteoric rise to fame was followed by a devastating fall. Labeled a
Communist by the FBI and HUAC as early as 1943, Lee was pilloried during the notorious spy trial of Judith
Coplon in 1949, then condemned in longtime friend Ed Sullivan's column. He died in 1952, forty-five and
penniless, a heartbroken casualty of a dangerous and conflicted time. Now, after nearly a decade of research,
Mona Z. Smith revives the legacy of a man who was perhaps the blacklist's most tragic victim.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
These are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee.

Tony You:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Becoming Something: The
Story of Canada Lee. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

George Pinard:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Becoming Something: The
Story of Canada Lee is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Patrick Bodin:

This Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee are usually reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The reason why of this Becoming Something: The Story of Canada Lee can be one
of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Becoming
Something: The Story of Canada Lee giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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