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This study looks at the lives of the most famous "wild children" of eighteenth-century Europe, showing how
they open a window onto European ideas about the potential and perfectibility of mankind. Julia V.
Douthwaite recounts reports of feral children such as the wild girl of Champagne (captured in 1731 and
baptized as Marie-Angélique Leblanc), offering a fascinating glimpse into beliefs about the difference
between man and beast and the means once used to civilize the uncivilized.

A variety of educational experiments failed to tame these feral children by the standards of the day. After
telling their stories, Douthwaite turns to literature that reflects on similar experiments to perfect human
subjects. Her examples range from utopian schemes for progressive childrearing to philosophical tales of
animated statues, from revolutionary theories of regenerated men to Gothic tales of scientists run amok.
Encompassing thinkers such as Rousseau, Sade, Defoe, and Mary Shelley, Douthwaite shows how the
Enlightenment conceived of mankind as an infinitely malleable entity, first with optimism, then with
apprehension. Exposing the darker side of eighteenth-century thought, she demonstrates how advances in
science gave rise to troubling ethical concerns, as parents, scientists, and politicians tried to perfect mankind
with disastrous results.
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular
The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment is kind
of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nathaniel Marvel:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name The Wild Girl,
Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment suitable to you? The
actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Wild Girl, Natural Man,
and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenmentis the main of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Cesar Benedetto:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the
Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment e-book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the
Age of Enlightenment as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.

Cindy Coleman:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This The Wild Girl, Natural Man, and the
Monster: Dangerous Experiments in the Age of Enlightenment is simple to bring you can read it in the park
your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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