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A bestseller that is the first artist-friendly screenwriting guide to success by an Oscar nominated Hollywood
insider whose productions have grossed more than a billion dollars.

Riding the Alligator is different from other screenwriting books in that it takes a non-dogmatic approach to
finding your own personal creative process, and shares Pen’s best kept secrets for selling your creations and
yourself.

Pen is your own, warm, funny, personal mentor as you read this book. Actress Robin Wright says: “It is like
getting a UC screenwriting course for under $30!!!”.

Pen draws from his own extremely simple breakthrough techniques, shares his inspiring philosophy of
finding a personal well of creativity from your inner voice, to overcoming the many challenges in a unique
business, managing stress, the real secrets to selling your work, finding the right agent and being true to one's
nature to create a lasting and passion filled career.

The book is hailed by Hollywood luminaries like Ron Howard, Paul Haggis, Jeff Bridges, Morgan Freeman,
as well as heads of major motion picture studios and academics from top film schools including USC,
UCLA, NYU and AFI.

Also included are short, personal essays by A-List Hollywood scripters such as Shane Black (Lethal
Weapon, Kiss Kiss Bang Bang), Nia Vardalos (My Big Fat Greek Wedding), Eric Roth (Forrest Gump),
Robin Swicord (Memoirs of a Geisha), Ron Shelton (Bull Durham/White Men Can't Jump), Laeta Kalogridis
(Shutter Island/Avatar), Todd Robinson (White Squall/Phantom), Andrea Berloff (World Trade Center),
Anthony Peckham (Sherlock Holmes) and more.

Additionally, Pen provides an ‘Instant Library’ summarizing 10 other popular books on Hollywood, as
reviewed by his USC Film Students.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Riding the Alligator: Strategies for a Career in
Screenplay Writing...and Not Getting Eaten to read.

Dwight Case:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Riding the Alligator: Strategies for a Career in Screenplay Writing...and
Not Getting Eaten as your daily resource information.

Earnest Koontz:

The reason why? Because this Riding the Alligator: Strategies for a Career in Screenplay Writing...and Not
Getting Eaten is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Shawn Hoffman:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Riding the Alligator: Strategies for a Career in Screenplay



Writing...and Not Getting Eaten can make you experience more interested to read.
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