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Between 1913 and 1920, the National Woman’s Party (NWP) waged a campaign to write women’s voting
rights into the U.S. Constitution. Unlike the more moderate campaign strategies adopted by other woman
suffrage organizations of the Progressive Era, the NWP remained committed to militant agitation—that is,
holding political party leaders responsible for social change and doing so through nontraditional means of
protest. Some of these militant strategies included heckling President Wilson, protesting silently outside the
White House gates, and publicly burning his speeches in “Watch Fires.”Such militancy resulted in
institutional acts of social control including censorship, arrests, beatings, and force-feedings. And yet, by the
end of the woman suffrage movement, the NWP had earned the endorsements of every major political party,
as well as of prominent politicians (including Wilson), and had found its name splashed across the front
pages of the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Chicago Tribune. One Times article even
referred to the NWP as the “suffrage leaders.” Exploring the ways in which the militant NWP negotiated
institutional opposition and secured such a prominent position in national politics drives the analysis offered
in this manuscript.In light of the NWP’s militant identity and its demonstrated political viability, Belinda A.
Stillion Southard treats the party’s campaign for woman suffrage as an example of how a relatively
powerless group of women constituted themselves as “national citizens” through rhetoric. To this end, she
uses volumes of NWP discourse, including correspondence, photographs, protests, and publications, to
situate the NWP in the historical and ideological forces of the period, particularly as they are inflected by
meanings of nationalism, citizenship, and social activism. In addition to this project’s historical focus, this
study features the critical concept of political mimesis to help explain the ways in which the NWP mimicked
political rhetorics and rituals to simultaneously agitate and accommodate members of the political
elite.Taking root in Aristotle’s notion of mimesis as the process of representation and drawing upon more
postmodern theories that link mimesis to identity-formation, this study demonstrates that the NWP’s mimetic
strategies took multiple forms, including parody and appropriation. Through the rhetoric of political
mimesis, the NWP militantly inserted itself into U.S. politics while it also earned the political legitimacy
needed to assert women’s citizenship rights. Ultimately, the strength of political mimesis as a strategy of
social change was demonstrated by the ways in which the NWP’s rhetoric circulated within national and
international political discourse and solicited a response from political leaders, the U.S. news media, and
NWP supporters.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Shippee:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this Militant Citizenship:
Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political
Communication) to read.

Billie Sneed:

This Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Militant
Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and
Political Communication) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's
Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) can bring any time you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
phone. This Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920
(Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Leola Grant:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the
National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) was multi-colored
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies
of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential Rhetoric and Political Communication) has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Maria Forshee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that



question was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Militant Citizenship: Rhetorical Strategies of the National Woman's Party, 1913-1920 (Presidential
Rhetoric and Political Communication).
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