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From one of this country's most important intellectuals comes a brilliant analysis of the blues tradition that
examines the careers of three crucial black women blues singers through a feminist lens. Angela Davis
provides the historical, social, and political contexts with which to reinterpret the performances and lyrics of
Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday as powerful articulations of an alternative
consciousness profoundly at odds with mainstream American culture.
   The works of Rainey, Smith, and Holiday have been largely misunderstood by critics. Overlooked, Davis
shows, has been the way their candor and bravado laid the groundwork for an aesthetic that allowed for the
celebration of social, moral, and sexual values outside the constraints imposed by middle-class respectability.
Through meticulous transcriptions of all the extant lyrics of Rainey and Smith−published here in their
entirety for the first time−Davis demonstrates how the roots of the blues extend beyond a musical tradition to
serve as a conciousness-raising vehicle for American social memory. A stunning, indispensable contribution
to American history, as boldly insightful as the women Davis praises, Blues Legacies and Black Feminism is
a triumph.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Blues Legacies and
Black Feminism: Gertrude Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday. All type of book can you see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Frank Johnson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Blues Legacies and
Black Feminism: Gertrude Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday book because this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt
in it you probably know this.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Often the book Blues Legacies and Black Feminism: Gertrude Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie Holiday
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Velez:

The book untitled Blues Legacies and Black Feminism: Gertrude Ma Rainey, Bessie Smith, and Billie
Holiday contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that.
The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice examine.
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