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In her award-winning, critically acclaimed Women's Writing in Italy, 1400--1650, Virginia Cox chronicles
the history of women writers in early modern Italy -- who they were, what they wrote, where they fit in
society, and how their status changed during this period. In this book, Cox examines more closely one
particular moment in this history, in many ways the most remarkable for the richness and range of women's
literary output.

A widespread critical notion sees Italian women's writing as a phenomenon specific to the peculiar literary
environment of the mid-sixteenth century, and most scholars assume that a reactionary movement such as the
Counter-Reformation was unlikely to spur its development. Cox argues otherwise, showing that women's
writing flourished in the period following 1560, reaching beyond the customary "feminine" genres of lyric,
poetry, and letters to experiment with pastoral drama, chivalric romance, tragedy, and epic. There were few
widely practiced genres in this eclectic phase of Italian literature to which women did not turn their hand.

Organized by genre, and including translations of all excerpts from primary texts, this comprehensive and
engaging volume provides students and scholars with an invaluable resource as interest in these exceptional
writers grows. In addition to familiar, secular works by authors such as Isabella Andreini, Moderata Fonte,
and Lucrezia Marinella, Cox also discusses important writings that have largely escaped critical interest,
including Fonte's and Marinella's vivid religious narratives, an unfinished Amazonian epic by Maddalena
Salvetti, and the startlingly fresh autobiographical lyrics of Francesca Turina Bufalini.

Juxtaposing religious and secular writings by women and tracing their relationship to the male-authored
literature of the period, often surprisingly affirmative in its attitudes toward women, Cox reveals a new and
provocative vision of the Italian Counter-Reformation as a period far less uniformly repressive of women
than is commonly assumed.

Praise for Women's Writing in Italy, 1400--1650

"Exhaustive and insightful... This is an amazing book, a major achievement in the field of women's studies."
-- Renaissance Quarterly

"This is a definitive study and will surely remain so for many years to come." -- Choice

"Virginia Cox has written a magisterial study of the major trends in women's writing in Renaissance and
Counter-Reformation Italy... This is indeed an impressive volume and one which deserves to be read and
studied. It will change the way we think about women's writing in early modern Italy." -- Modern Language
Review
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From reader reviews:

Yvonne Webb:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Prodigious Muse:
Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Robert Araiza:

This book untitled The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Ralph Rodriguez:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-
Reformation Italy. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

James Martin:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The
Prodigious Muse: Women's Writing in Counter-Reformation Italy. You can more pleasing than now.
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