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We listen to a cacophony of voices instructing us how to think and feel about nature, including our own
bodies. The news media, wildlife documentaries, science magazines, and environmental NGOs are among
those clamouring for our attention. But are we empowered by all this knowledge or is our dependence on
various communities allowing our thoughts, sentiments and activities to be unduly governed by others?

Making Sense of Nature shows that what we call ‘nature’ is made sense of for us in ways that make it central
to social order, social change and social dissent. By utilising insights and extended examples from
anthropology, cultural studies, human geography, philosophy, politics, sociology, science studies, this
interdisciplinary text asks whether we can better make sense of nature for ourselves, and thus participate
more meaningfully in momentous decisions about the future of life – human and non-human – on the planet.
This book shows how ‘nature’ can be made sense of without presuming its naturalness. The challenge is not
so much to rid ourselves of the idea of nature and its ‘collateral concepts’ (such as genes) but instead, we
need to be more alert to how, why and with what effects ideas about ‘nature’ get fashioned and deployed in
specific situations. Among other things, the book deals with science and scientists, the mass media and
journalists, ecotourism, literature and cinema, environmentalists, advertising and big business.

This innovative text contains numerous case studies and examples from daily life to put theory and subject
matter into context, as well as study tasks, a glossary and suggested further reading. The case studies cover a
range of topics, range from forestry in Canada and Guinea, to bestiality in Washington State, to how human
genetics is reported in Western newspapers, to participatory science experiments in the UK. Making Sense of
Nature will empower readers from a wide range of fields across the social sciences, humanities and physical
sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

In other case, little persons like to read book Making Sense of Nature. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Making Sense of
Nature. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

Mark Dunn:

Typically the book Making Sense of Nature will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to
you. The book Making Sense of Nature is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Cheryl Fenske:

Exactly why? Because this Making Sense of Nature is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold
up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Daniel Gomez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Making Sense of Nature. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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