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Fourteenth-century London was noisy, dirty, and disorderly, but also prosperous, proud of itself, and full of
life not yet dispersed to distant suburbs. It was described in 1326 as a "mirror to all England," and indeed it
was. Trade was growing and the guilds were making their influence felt. If justice was not tempered with
mercy, at least the law courts were open to the citizens. Fine churches, palaces, guildhalls, and other
buildings were constructed, and fire laws were enacted. Sanitation was a monstrous problem, and twice
during the period the Black Death wreaked its havoc, but Londoners persevered.

The author deals with London life in all its varied aspects during the time of Chaucer-customs, laws, social
conditions, trade, and general conduct of the city government. London was the magnet of society and
fashion, a city of pollution and violence, yet a city of wealth and churches. It was also still a city where a
man knew his neighbors and often even lived in the same house with his employer.

As Chaucer walked the London streets, whether as a member of the royal household, as controller of the port
of London, as clerk of the king's works, or simply as a resident above Aldgate, he would have met plenty of
people he knew. He may well have met the originals of the prioress or the wife of Bath, the merchant or the
sergeant-at-law, the physician or the summoner, or the host himself, Harry Bailey. London had enough
variety, importance, and cohesion to have encompassed them all.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Bair:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This London in the Age of Chaucer (Centers
of Civilization) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Joel Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the London in the
Age of Chaucer (Centers of Civilization) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Bettye Heinrich:

The book London in the Age of Chaucer (Centers of Civilization) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book London in the Age of Chaucer (Centers of
Civilization) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more readily to read the book.

Penny Risley:

London in the Age of Chaucer (Centers of Civilization) can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing London in the Age
of Chaucer (Centers of Civilization) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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