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This book examines the political thought of Theodore Roosevelt, specifically his ceaseless desire and effort
to reconcile America's individualistic tradition with the more collectivistic ideals of his Progressive brethren.
Many scholars and lay-people alike cast Roosevelt as either 'conservative' or 'liberal,' but his political
thought defies so simple an interpretation; it was more nuanced and had a larger purpose than mere ideology.
A thorough study of Roosevelt's writings reveals his conviction that the concepts of personal autonomy and
civic concern were not mutually exclusive. In fact, Roosevelt argued that it was because the principles of
self-reliance and personal freedom were important that it was sometimes necessary for the entire community
to use its collective power_and, in some cases, the institutions of the government_to enable individuals to do
what they could not do alone. Moreover, while Roosevelt advocated and was responsible for a great
expansion in the regulatory powers of the national government, he understood, in contrast to many other
Progressive reformers, that inspirational rhetoric and positive example could be as good as institutional
reform and the force of law in compelling individuals to support one another in a spirit of civic attachment.
In his public writings, Roosevelt sought to shape the American mind in ways that he thought proper. Even
his writings on nature, hunting, ranching, and military life were part of his political thought in that they were
intended to teach Americans about the importance of balancing those individualistic values that are healthy
and vital to a society (discipline, personal responsibility, and a strong work ethic) with such positive
collectivistic values as an appreciation for mutual support and a concern for the good of the community.
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From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

The book American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's Search for American Individualism make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's Search for American Individualism for being your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like wide open and read a book American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's Search
for American Individualism. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Anna Cooper:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's
Search for American Individualism book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Melinda Anderson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's
Search for American Individualism is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Christine Cote:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the American Ideal: Theodore Roosevelt's Search for American Individualism
when you needed it?
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