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In the Louvre museum hangs a portrait that is considered the iconic image of René Descartes, the great
seventeenth-century French philosopher. And the painter of the work? The Dutch master Frans Hals--or so it
was long believed, until the work was downgraded to a copy of an original. But where is the authentic
version, and who painted it? Is the man in the painting--and in its original--really Descartes?

A unique combination of philosophy, biography, and art history, The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter
investigates the remarkable individuals and circumstances behind a small portrait. Through this image--and
the intersecting lives of a brilliant philosopher, a Catholic priest, and a gifted painter--Steven Nadler opens a
fascinating portal into Descartes's life and times, skillfully presenting an accessible introduction to
Descartes's philosophical and scientific ideas, and an illuminating tour of the volatile political and religious
environment of the Dutch Golden Age. As Nadler shows, Descartes's innovative ideas about the world, about
human nature and knowledge, and about philosophy itself, stirred great controversy. Philosophical and
theological critics vigorously opposed his views, and civil and ecclesiastic authorities condemned his
writings. Nevertheless, Descartes's thought came to dominate the philosophical world of the period, and can
rightly be called the philosophy of the seventeenth century.

Shedding light on a well-known image, The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter offers an engaging
exploration of a celebrated philosopher's world and work.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes.
Try to make book The Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes as your good friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

James Ames:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The
Philosopher, the Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Todd Jacob:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Philosopher, the Priest, and the
Painter: A Portrait of Descartes reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Philosopher, the
Priest, and the Painter: A Portrait of Descartes as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Robert Maas:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Philosopher, the Priest, and the
Painter: A Portrait of Descartes is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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