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Everybody in Christendom has heard of Simon, the magician, and how Peter, the apostle, rebuked him, as
told in the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles. Many also have heard the legend of how at Rome this
wicked sorcerer endeavoured to fly by aid of the demons, and how Peter caused him to fall headlong and
thus miserably perish. And so most think that there is an end of the matter, and either cast their mite of pity
or contempt at the memory of Simon, or laugh at the whole matter as the invention of superstition or the
imagination of religious fanaticism, according as their respective beliefs may be in orthodoxy or materialism.
This for the general. Students of theology and church history, on the other hand, have had a more difficult
task set them in comparing and arranging the materials they have at their disposal, as found in the patristic
writings and legendary records; and various theories have been put forward, not the least astonishing being
the supposition that Simon was an alias for Paul, and that the Simon and Peter in the accounts of the fathers
and in the narrative of the legends were simply concrete symbols to represent the two sides of the Pauline
and Petrine controversies. The first reason why I have ventured on this present enquiry is that Simon Magus
is invariably mentioned by the heresiologists as the founder of the first heresy of the commonly-accepted
Christian era, and is believed by them to have been the originator of those systems of religio-philosophy and
theosophy which are now somewhat inaccurately classed together under the heading of Gnosticism. And
though this assumption of the patristic heresiologists is entirely incorrect, as may be proved from their own
works, it is nevertheless true that Simonianism is the first system that, as far as our present records go, came
into conflict with what has been regarded as the orthodox stream of Christianity. A second reason is that I
believe that Simon has been grossly misrepresented, and entirely misunderstood, by his orthodox opponents,
whoever they were, in the first place, and also, in the second place, by those who have ignorantly and
without enquiry copied from them. But my chief reason is that the present revival of theosophical enquiry
throws a flood of light on Simon's teachings, whenever we can get anything approaching a first-hand
statement of them, and shows that it was identical in its fundamentals with the Esoteric Philosophy of all the
great religions of the world.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Macdonald:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Simon Magus book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Simon Magus content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Simon Magus is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Jamey Ainsworth:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Simon Magus why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Darlene Johnson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The Simon Magus offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Tracy Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra Simon Magus.
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