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In 1959, seventeen-year-old Gary Presley was standing in line, wearing his favorite cowboy boots and
waiting for his final inoculation of Salk vaccine. Seven days later, a bad headache caused him to skip
basketball practice, tell his dad that he was too ill to feed the calves, and walk from barn to bed with shaky,
dizzying steps. He never walked again. By the next day, burning with the fever of polio, he was fastened into
the claustrophobic cocoon of the iron lung that would be his home for the next three months. Set among the
hardscrabble world of the Missouri Ozarks, sizzling with sarcasm and acerbic wit, his memoir tells the story
of his journey from the iron lung to life in a wheelchair.

Presley is no wheelchair hero, no inspiring figure preaching patience and gratitude. An army brat turned farm
kid, newly arrived in a conservative rural community, he was immobilized before he could take the next step
toward adulthood. Prevented, literally, from taking that next step, he became cranky and crabby, anxious and
alienated, a rolling responsibility crippled not just by polio but by anger and depression, “a crip all over,
starting with the brain.” Slowly, however, despite the limitations of navigating in a world before the
Americans with Disabilities Act, he builds an independent life.

Now, almost fifty years later, having worn out wheelchair after wheelchair, survived post-polio syndrome,
and married the woman of his dreams, Gary has redefined himself as Gimp, more ready to act out than to
speak up, ironic, perceptive, still cranky and intolerant but more accepting, more able to find joy in his
family and his newfound religion. Despite the fact that he detests pity, can spot condescension from miles
away, and refuses to play the role of noble victim, he writes in a way that elicits sympathy and understanding
and laughter. By giving his readers the unromantic truth about life in a wheelchair, he escapes stereotypes
about people with disabilities and moves toward a place where every individual is irreplaceable.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you
busy man? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need that Seven
Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio to read.

Tony You:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this
Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio.

Mary Molinari:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is usually Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio.

Andrew Comer:

Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Seven Wheelchairs: A Life beyond Polio
yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial pondering.
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