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Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana offers the first biography of one of Louisiana's most intriguing nineteenth-
century politicians and a founder of Tulane University. Gibson (1832–1892) grew up on his family's sugar
plantation in Terrebonne Parish and was educated at Yale University before studying law at the University of
Louisiana in New Orleans. He purchased a sugar plantation in Lafourche Parish in 1858 and became heavily
involved in the pro-secession faction of the Democratic Party. Elected colonel of the Thirteenth Louisiana
Volunteer Regiment at the start of the Civil War, he commanded a brigade in the Battle of Shiloh and fought
in all of the subsequent campaigns of the Army of Tennessee, concluding in 1865 with the Battle of Spanish
Fort.

As Gibson struggled to establish a law practice in postwar New Orleans, he experienced a profound change
in his thinking and came to believe that the elimination of slavery was the one good outcome of the South's
defeat. Joining Louisiana's Conservative political faction, he advocated for a postwar unification government
that included African Americans. Elected to Congress in 1874, Gibson was directly involved in the creation
of the Electoral Commission that resulted in the Compromise of 1877 and peacefully solved the disputed
1876 presidential election. He crafted legislation for the Mississippi River Commission in 1879, which
eventually resulted in millions of federal dollars for flood control.

Gibson was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1880 and became Louisiana's leading "minister of reconciliation"
with his northern colleagues and its chief political spokesman during the highly volatile Gilded Age. He
deplored the growing gap between the rich and the poor and embraced a reformist agenda that included
federal funding for public schools and legislation for levee construction, income taxes, and the direct election
of senators. This progressive stance made Gibson one of the last patrician Democrats whose noblesse oblige
politics sought common middle ground between the extreme political and social positions of his era. At the
request of wealthy New Orleans merchant Paul Tulane, Gibson took charge of Tulane's educational
endowment and helped design the university that bears Tulane's name, serving as the founding president of
the board of administrators.

Highly readable and thoroughly researched, Mary Gorton McBride's absorbing biography illuminates in
dramatic fashion the life and times of a unique Louisianan.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

This book untitled Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer
(Southern Biography Series) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book
retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past
this book from your list.

Gracie Thomas:

Often the book Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern
Biography Series) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to
write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Eileen Williams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana:
Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series) that give your satisfaction
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Randall
Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series)
become your starter.

Crystal Babin:

This Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and New South Reformer (Southern Biography
Series) is new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Randall Lee Gibson of Louisiana: Confederate General and
New South Reformer (Southern Biography Series) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable
by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read
this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.
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