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Mediums, Monks, and Amulets is a sophisticated yet accessible study of the state of popular Buddhist beliefs
as they are practiced in Thailand today. Using a combination of focused case studies and analysis, Pattana
Kitiarsa explores the nature and evolution of popular Buddhism over the past three decades by focusing on
those individuals who practice, popularize, and profit from it.

The case studies profiled include prominent spirit mediums and magic monks, the lottery fever surrounding
the posthumous cult of folk singer Phumphuang Duangchan, the Chatukham-Rammathep amulet craze, and
the cult of wealth attributed to preeminent monk Luang Pho Khun. It also explores the history of both
popular and official opinion surrounding supernatural Buddhism, and its clashes with the rationalist,
modernizing policies of Thailand's monarchy and government.

Mediums, Monks, and Amulets contests the viewpoint that supernatural elements within popular Buddhism
are a symptom of the decline of the religion. Instead, it argues that this hybridity between traditional
Buddhist beliefs and elements from other religions is in fact indicative of the health and wealth of Buddhism
as it negotiates large-scale commercialization and global modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Bell:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism
Today was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book
Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today. You never sense lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Alexander Ratcliff:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Mediums,
Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today suitable to you? The book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism
Todayis the main one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Garth McDonald:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this
Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today.

Paulette Wang:

This Mediums, Monks, and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information given it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Mediums, Monks,
and Amulets: Thai Popular Buddhism Today can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is



reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel
tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for
your better life in addition to knowledge.
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