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Last Landscapes is an exploration of the cult and celebration of death, loss and memory. It traces the history
and design of burial places throughout Europe and the USA, ranging from the picturesque tradition of the
village churchyard to tightly packed 'cities of the dead', such as the Jewish Cemetery in Prague and Père
Lachaise in Paris. Other landscapes that feature in this book include the war cemeteries of northern France,
Viking burial islands in central Sweden, Etruscan tombs and early Christian catacombs in Italy, the 17th-
century Portuguese–Jewish cemetery 'Beth Haim' at Ouderkerk in the Netherlands, Forest Lawns in
California, Derek Jarman’s garden in Kent and the Stockholm Woodland Cemetery.

It is a fact that architecture 'began with the tomb', yet, as Ken Worpole shows us in Last Landscapes, many
historic cemeteries have been demolished or abandoned in recent times (notably the case with Jewish
cemeteries in Eastern Europe), and there has been an increasing loss of inscription and memorialization in
the modern urban cemetery. Too often cemeteries today are both poorly designed and physically and
culturally marginalized. Worse, cremation denies a full architectural response to the mystery and solemnity
of death.

The author explores how modes of disposal – burial, cremation, inhumation in mausoleums and wall tombs –
vary across Europe and North America, according to religious and other cultural influences. And Last
Landscapes raises profound questions as to how, in an age of mass cremation, architects and landscape
designers might create meaningful structures and settings in the absence of a body, since for most of history
the human body itself has provided the fundamental structural scale. This evocative book also contemplates
other forms of memorialization within modern societies, from sculptures to parks, most notably the
extraordinary Duisberg Park, set in a former giant steelworks in Germany’s Ruhr Valley.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Last
Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Cathrine Hart:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the
West had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is very advantages for you. The reserve Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the
book Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West. You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Nancy Ochoa:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their
reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But
also they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score
toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One
of them is this Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West.

Paul Horn:

Exactly why? Because this Last Landscapes: The Architecture of the Cemetery in the West is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret
the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to



the publication store hurriedly.
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