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Lament seems to have been universal in the ancient world. As such, it is an excellent touchstone for the
comparative study of attitudes towards death and the afterlife, human relations to the divine, views of the
cosmos, and the constitution of the fabric of society in different times and places. This collection of essays
offers the first ever comparative approach to ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern traditions of lament.
Beginning with the Sumerian and Hittite traditions, the volume moves on to examine Bronze Age
iconographic representations of lamentation, Homeric lament, depictions of lament in Greek tragedy and
parodic comedy, and finally lament in ancient Rome. The list of contributors includes such noted scholars as
Richard Martin, Ian Rutherford, and Alison Keith.

Lament comes at a time when the conclusions of the first wave of the study of lament-especially Greek
lament-have received widespread acceptance, including the notions that lament is a female genre; that men
risked feminization if they lamented; that there were efforts to control female lamentation; and that a
lamenting woman was a powerful figure and a threat to the orderly functioning of the male public sphere.
Lament revisits these issues by reexamining what kinds of functions the term lament can include, and by
expanding the study of lament to other genres of literature, cultures, and periods in the ancient world. The
studies included here reflect the variety of critical issues raised over the past 25 years, and as such, provide
an overview of the history of critical thinking on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Rene Pina:

With other case, little folks like to read book Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the
book Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Benita Newton:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and
Beyond as the daily resource information.

Ann Cason:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Lament: Studies in the Ancient
Mediterranean and Beyond or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how
the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Corey Watts:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Lament: Studies in the Ancient
Mediterranean and Beyond to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Lament: Studies in the Ancient Mediterranean and Beyond
can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of the time.
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