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Steve Bogira’s riveting book takes us into the heart of America’s criminal justice system. Courtroom 302 is
the story of one year in one courtroom in Chicago’s Cook County Criminal Courthouse, the busiest felony
courthouse in the country.

We see the system through the eyes of the men and women who experience it, not only in the courtroom but
in the lockup, the jury room, the judge’s chambers, the spectators’ gallery. When the judge and his staff go to
the scene of the crime during a burglary trial, we go with them on the sheriff’s bus. We witness from behind
the scenes the highest-profile case of the year: three young white men, one of them the son of a reputed
mobster, charged with the racially motivated beating of a thirteen-year-old black boy. And we follow the
cases that are the daily grind of the court, like that of the middle-aged man whose crack addiction brings him
repeatedly back before the judge.
Bogira shows us how the war on drugs is choking the system, and how in most instances justice is
dispensed–as, under the circumstances, it must be–rapidly and mindlessly. The stories that unfold in the
courtroom are often tragic, but they no longer seem so to the people who work there. Says a deputy in 302:
“You hear this stuff every day, and you’re like, ‘Let’s go, let’s go, let’s get this over with and move on to the
next thing.’”

Steve Bogira is, as Robert Caro says, “a masterful reporter.” His special gift is his understanding of
people–and his ability to make us see and understand them. Fast-paced, gripping, and bursting with character
and incident, Courtroom 302 is a unique illumination of our criminal court system that raises fundamental
issues of race, civil rights, and justice.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalind Huffman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Courtroom 302: A Year Behind
the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Roger Hodge:

This Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse book is not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. This specific Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American
Criminal Courthouse without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an
American Criminal Courthouse can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Courtroom 302: A Year
Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse having good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Philip Newman:

The actual book Courtroom 302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Johanna Land:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Courtroom
302: A Year Behind the Scenes in an American Criminal Courthouse.
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